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Mr HOOLIHAN (Keppel—ALP) (7.40 pm): In rising to support the Water Amendment Bill, I suggest

that the minister might like to spend some of his department’s funding on a crystal ball and a magic wand
because, according to the member for Caloundra, that is the only way that good government can occur. It
is patently obvious that that is not correct. 

I support the Water Amendment Bill and I congratulate the minister on the work of his department. In
doing so, I would like to address the progress being made in central Queensland in relation to water supply
matters. 

Whilst most speakers will deal with aspects of the bill that relate to south-east Queensland, I turn to
the Capricorn Coast, which has been on level 3 water restrictions for some 12 months. We take our water
from two very small creeks north of Yeppoon and they are in a state of great distress. Therefore, I wish to
broaden the geographic discussion on the new Water Commission to include how it might impact on and
assist central Queensland. 

The central Queensland regional water supply study was initiated by the state government in 2004.
Through that study a draft water supply strategy was developed collaboratively with local government. The
draft water supply strategy was made available for a three-month period for public comment and is
expected to be finalised midyear. I am pleased to see that the Water Amendment Bill 2006 recognises the
strategy development undertaken by the state and local governments, and provides arrangements for it to
be transitioned as if the work were undertaken under the bill. 

Contrary to the suggestion that some of this is knee-jerk government, the central Queensland draft
water supply strategy was developed through a partnership process. Contributions have been made by
local government, state government, water service providers, the Central Queensland Local Government
Association, industry and Indigenous and community representatives. Therefore, it is essential that the
good work achieved through this process be given recognition in the legislation. 

Earlier today in the chamber I spoke of Beef Australia 2006. I point out that central Queensland is
critical to Queensland’s future development. In central Queensland mining expansion as well as the
expansion of the industrial and agricultural sectors are expected to contribute substantially to
Queensland’s future prosperity. The Dawson-Mackenzie-Fitzroy watertable and rivers are the second
largest watershed in Australia. Real consideration is being given to how the water that flows through those
rivers can be used to support the expansion of industry. 

A growing population demand for water by mining and industry, combined with a naturally variable
climate, has seen water resources in central Queensland come under increasing pressure, as they have in
other areas as indicated by the member for Barron River in her speech today. The current drought, which
is exacerbated by climate change, has highlighted this for the rural, industrial and urban sectors. Any long-
term effects of climate change could exacerbate water supply issues for all of Queensland, but certainly for
central Queensland where conditions have become progressively drier over the past 100 years. Once the
central Queensland water supply strategy is finalised, it will be a guide for the central Queensland
File name: hool2006_05_09_70.fm Page : 1 of 2



Speech by Paul Hoolihan extracted from Hansard of Tuesday, 9 May 2006
communities to maximise the effectiveness of existing supplies through water trading and improved water
use efficiency and it is a path forward for future infrastructure development. 

Two concerns repeatedly raised during consultations on the strategy were: how will it be delivered
and how can we ensure the strategy does not just gather dust on a shelf and is never delivered on?
Previously, there was no real means of delivering a strategy of this type, but the Water Amendment Bill
2006 provides that means. The bill provides the means for transitioned existing work undertaken for the
Central Queensland Regional Water Supply Strategy. That means that there is now a statutory process
that can be used to ensure regional water security programs, such as the strategy being developed in
central Queensland, can be delivered. 

In concluding my remarks, I acknowledge the government’s commitment to raising the Eden Bann
Weir on the Fitzroy River and to building a new weir at Rookwood, also on the Fitzroy River. That is to be
funded through the Queensland Future Growth Fund. As part of that contribution to water supply in central
Queensland, I have spoken to the Premier, Deputy Premier and other ministers in relation to our water
supply problems on the Capricorn Coast to seek the provision of a pipeline. Previously, it had been
suggested that a pipeline be run from Rockhampton’s allocation in its barrage. However, despite all of its
water flow, the Fitzroy River is not inexhaustible. The two new weirs will certainly contribute to the provision
of additional water and will allow further consideration of that pipeline. 

Both of the projects were detailed in the Central Queensland Regional Water Supply Strategy. The
government’s commitment to the projects is proof positive of the importance of the region-wide water
supply strategy process. 

During this debate, I listened with interest to the member for Maryborough, who mentioned that the
dam was not going to be built in his electorate. Then he said that he is not a nimby—not in my backyard. It
appears that he means that we can build a dam, but not anywhere he lives, although we have to make
sure that there is enough water. Once again I say to the minister, perhaps a crystal ball and magic wand
will assist in making all of those dreams come true, although certainly that is not the way of good
government. On that basis, I commend the bill to the House. 
File name: hool2006_05_09_70.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Water Amendment Bill
	Mr HOOLIHAN (Keppel-ALP) (7.40 pm): In rising to support the Water Amendment Bill, I suggest that the minister might like to spe...
	I support the Water Amendment Bill and I congratulate the minister on the work of his department. In doing so, I would like to address the progress being made in central Queensland in relation to water supply matters.
	Whilst most speakers will deal with aspects of the bill that relate to south-east Queensland, I turn to the Capricorn Coast, whi...
	The central Queensland regional water supply study was initiated by the state government in 2004. Through that study a draft wat...
	Contrary to the suggestion that some of this is knee-jerk government, the central Queensland draft water supply strategy was dev...
	Earlier today in the chamber I spoke of Beef Australia 2006. I point out that central Queensland is critical to Queensland’s fut...
	A growing population demand for water by mining and industry, combined with a naturally variable climate, has seen water resourc...
	Two concerns repeatedly raised during consultations on the strategy were: how will it be delivered and how can we ensure the str...
	In concluding my remarks, I acknowledge the government’s commitment to raising the Eden Bann Weir on the Fitzroy River and to bu...
	Both of the projects were detailed in the Central Queensland Regional Water Supply Strategy. The government’s commitment to the projects is proof positive of the importance of the region-wide water supply strategy process.
	During this debate, I listened with interest to the member for Maryborough, who mentioned that the dam was not going to be built...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


